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than a dangerous judge, for so much depends on his decisions.
If the Church tells you to go to the devil you are not a penny
the worse, but if a judge says, " You be hanged," you are hanged !
Perhaps, as a witty writer suggested, the only complete
impartiality possible to the human mind is that which arises
from understanding neither side of the case ! Perhaps, too,
Lord Hewart, who is a perfect advocate, is too human to be
a perfect judge, for the perfect judge must be something
more than human. Innocence can be very unprepossessing,
while one may smile and smile and be a villain. Smiling is
part of the villain's stock-in-trade ! An admirable example of
a judge incapable of being swayed by his likes or dislikes was
Lord Mansfield. Read the account of the trial of Lord George
Gordon,1 During the riots the mob had burnt Lord Mansfield's
beautiful house and made a bonfire of his incomparable library,
his furniture and his works of art, so he had every reason to be
prejudiced against Lord George. But with scrupulous fairness
he allowed every point in favour of the accused. It is by his
decisions that a judge lives in legal history; not by his wit,
scholarship, humanity and social gifts. Dignity Lord Hewart
has in full measure. " When I have to make an application to
Hewart," said a barrister, " I feel as if I were asking for an
overdraft on a dubious personal security."
Wit, too, he possesses, and it never degenerates into the
rather cheap facetiousness which characterized so many of the
late Lord Darling's witticisms. Lord Darling, by the way,
was once neatly scored off by a counsel. The case concerned the
theatrical profession, and the name of George Robey was
mentioned. " Who is George Robey ? " asked his Lordship.
" He is the Darling of the Halls, my Lord," replied counsel.
1 Above all, read it in my own Life of Lord George Gordon I
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